








My Eight Wants








Tax-supported single payer national health insurance is a necessary infrastructure to enable an American system that will meet my 8 “wants”. A single coverage system is essential:





To create one coverage (benefits) package that is sufficiently comprehensive for every American.


To provide adequate funding to give physicians the freedom to practice according to their best judgment, without worry if their patients can afford the appropriate treatment.


To allow fair and equal decisions to be made and communicated to physicians and patients about efficacy, cost-benefit ratios, allocation of scarce resources, etc.


To reduce administrative costs to an essential minimum.


To make quality health care affordable for our nation.


To use community resources to promote preventive care and healthy lifestyles.


To use management teams to support patients with chronic diseases.


To create a single set of guidelines to help physicians in discussing all diagnostic and treatment options with their patients.








Why We Need Reform


The U.S. spends twice as much as other industrialized nations on health care, $7,129 per capita. Yet our system performs poorly in comparison and still leaves 47 million without health coverage and millions more inadequately covered. Countless Americans suffer and 18,000 die each year for lack of insurance. 





The recent 2006 US Census Bureau statistics show the crisis continues to increase:





The 2.18 million rise in the number of uninsured is the biggest jump reported by the Census Bureau since 1992.


There are now more uninsured in the US than at any time since passage of Medicare/Medicaid in the mid-1960's (746,000 in Washington State)


93% of the increase is among middle and high income families


Private insurance bureaucracy, paperwork, profits, and high executive salaries consume one-third (31 percent) of every health care dollar. Streamlining payment though a single nonprofit payer would save more than $350 billion per year, enough to provide comprehensive, high-quality coverage for all Americans.








“Of all the forms of inequality,


injustice in health care is the


most shocking and inhumane.”


- Martin Luther King














Everyone receives a Health Care card assuring payment for all needed care


Free choice of doctor and hospital


Doctors and hospitals remain independent, negotiate equitable fees and budgets with Medicare


Financed through progressive taxes 


Public agency processes and pays bills


The same coverage for everyone: No means testing; coverage would not depend on income, employment, age, or past medical history


Medicaid would no be longer needed


Hundreds of billions of dollars in administrative costs would be saved


Costs would be controlled through capital planning, budgeting, and quality reviews conducted through the single public agency





A Publicly Funded, Privately Delivered 


Health Care Program





Our country was founded upon principles of justice and equality. Yet in America today, people suffer and die because they can’t afford to see a doctor. If you lose your insurance it could happen to you. As your physician, I believe it is important for you, my patient, to understand why I think it is vital that the United States develop a single payer national health insurance program that would provide health coverage for every American. Our families’ future depends on it.


These are reasons why I (and many physicians) support such a program:


I want all my patients to have decent, affordable health insurance.


I want to have my professional freedom (and responsibility) to use my best judgment about my patients’ medical needs.


I want to be able to discuss all options for diagnosis and treatment freely with my patients.


I want decisions about efficacy, cost-benefit ratios, allocation of scarce medical resources (such as organs for transplant, rare expensive treatments, etc.) to be made fairly and equally for all Americans.


I want America’s “health care dollars” to be spent as much as possible for actual health care, not wasted on marketing and for-profit ventures.


I want the best health care available anywhere in the world to be affordable for all who need it.


I want all my patients to have the best preventive care that is currently recommended.


I want all my patients who have chronic diseases to have the support of the best long term management teams that can be created.

















HR 676


The United States 


National Health 


Insurance Act


(Single Payer National Health Insurance)








How National Health Insurance Helps Me








Tax-supported single payer national health insurance will actually help me preserve the private practice model of caring for my patients:





All my patients will be covered by insurance for my work; I will no longer have to lose money by caring for those who can’t pay.





With only one place to send claims for my services, I will be able to greatly reduce my administrative expenses, making my practice more economically efficient.





I may even be able to lower my fees and still receive the same income





My income will be more predictable, lowering my whole family’s stress level.





My job as a physician will be much more satisfying knowing that I am free to use my best professional judgment. without insurance plan restrictions or concern for my patients financial circumstances


















































What You Can Do








Educate yourself about the issues and single-payer national health insurance. The following websites offers lots of information:


www.pnhp.org


www.pnhpwesternwashington.org


www.healthcarenow.org





Write a letter and meet with your representatives in support of HR676.





Write an op-ed or letter to the editor of your local news publications in support of single payer national health insurance. �
�



Invite a Physicians for a National Health Program speaker to speak to your community group about single-payer national health insurance. 





(pnhp.westernwashington@comcast.net)











Tax-supported Single Payer National Health Insurance








